
Santa Monica Ranked Voting 
CANDIDATE SURVEY 2004 

 
Dear Candidate: 
 
 To help the voting public better understand your views about electoral 
reforms that make votes more effective and our government more 
representative, Santa Monica Ranked Voting (SMRV) is pleased to provide 
you with this candidate questionnaire.  We will post the responses on our 
website and share the responses with the local press.  It will serve as a 
guide to the voting public to make an informed decision on who will most 
likely support these electoral reforms following this year’s elections. 
 
 We hope that you will take a few minutes to review and answer the 
following questions and register your positions on these important 
issues.  You may return the survey by mail using the enclosed self-
addressed stamped envelope, or fax it back to us at 310-477-5836 
(please indicate on the cover sheet that it is intended for SMRV and 
include the phone number below to contact us).  In either case, please 
return the completed questionnaire to us within two weeks of receipt. 
 
 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call us 310-458-
3111 or email us (amy.irv@gmail.com) and please visit our very 
informative website at www.smrankedvoting.org. 
 
     Best Regards, 
 
      
     Amy Connolly, Ph.D. 
     Co-Founder, Santa Monica Ranked Voting 
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CANDIDATE SURVEY 2004 
 

1. In Santa Monica’s regular, multi-seat, city council elections, voters are 
allotted as many votes as there are seats to be filled, and the candidates 
with the most votes win.  Under this system, voters often feel discouraged 
from casting all of their votes for fear of undermining the chances of their 
favorite candidate winning a seat.  Also, the system does not ensure that all 
aspects of our community are fairly represented.  We think that for regular 
elections, Santa Monica should use Choice Voting, used in Cambridge, MA 
since 1941.  Under this system, voters are allowed to maximize their vote’s 
effectiveness by ranking all of the candidates on the ballot (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 
etc.).  If a voter’s favorite candidate is not elected, their vote goes to their 
next choice and so on, until it helps elect someone.  Choice voting is a full 
representation system that allows a group of like-minded voters to win its 
fair share of seats in proportion to its voting strength no matter how many 
candidates seek its support.   
 
If the city council is authorized to do so, would you vote for an 
ordinance implementing Choice Voting for Santa Monica’s future, 
regular city council elections?  (circle one) 

 
YES  NO  NO POSITION 

 
Comments: 
 
 
Would you vote to place a charter amendment on the ballot allowing 
voters to decide whether the City of Santa Monica should use Choice 
Voting for future, regular city council elections?  (circle one) 

 
YES  NO  NO POSITION 

 
Comments 
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2. When Santa Monica holds a special election to fill a single seat, as in 
1999 when now-Mayor Bloom was elected, the winner is the candidate 
that receives the most votes.  This system encourages people to vote 
strategically, since a vote for an unpopular candidate can help to elect 
one’s least favorite candidate.  Also, there is no requirement that the 
winner earn a majority of the vote, so the winner may be someone that 
most people voted against.  We think that for special elections, Santa 
Monica should use Instant Runoff Voting (IRV).  Under this system, 
voters are allowed to rank all of the candidates on the ballot (1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, etc.).   If a voter’s favorite candidate is not elected, their vote 
goes to their next choice and so on, until it helps elect someone.  IRV 
is used to elect the president of Ireland and it will be used for the first 
time in San Francisco on November 2nd when voters there elect their 
Board of Supervisors.   

 
If the city council is authorized to do so, would you vote for an 
ordinance that would implement IRV for future special elections in 
Santa Monica to fill a single city council seat?  (circle one) 

 
YES  NO  NO POSITION 

 
Comments: 

 
 

Would you vote to place a charter amendment on the ballot allowing 
voters to decide whether the City of Santa Monica should use IRV for 
future  special elections to fill a single city council seat?  (circle one) 

 
YES  NO  NO POSITION 

 
Comments:   
 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this far and for completing our 
survey! 


