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NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION IS FIRST IN SANTA MONICA TO ADOPT 

INSTANT RUNOFF VOTING TO ELECT ITS OFFICERS 
 Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition now ensures majority rule without holding 

separate runoff elections 
 

SANTA MONICA – At its annual membership meeting today, the Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood 
Coalition (Wilmont) voted (24-6) to adopt Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) to elect its officers, 
including Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer.  Wilmont is the first neighborhood 
organization in Santa Monica to adopt IRV. 

 
With IRV, Wilmont’s officer elections are simplified by eliminating the need for separate runoff 
elections while still ensuring that each winner is supported by a majority of voters.  Members of the 
board are allowed to rank their choices, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc. when they vote for officers.  If no 
candidate is the first choice of a majority, a runoff is held among the top candidates, instantly.  If a 
voter’s favorite candidate is not one of the candidates in the runoff, their vote goes to their next 
choice. 

 
The city of Santa Monica has been considering IRV for some time.  In 1992, a city charter review 
commission recommended, by an 8-5-1 vote, Choice Voting (IRV for multi-seat elections) for Santa 
Monica’s city council.  In 1999, members of the city council gave city staff direction to explore IRV 
as an option for its elections, and that exploration process is still ongoing.  Mayor Pro Tem Kevin 
McKeown and Council member Mike Feinstein are both on record as supporting IRV. 

 
“IRV is the most efficient way to manage elections because it eliminates the need for run-offs and 
allows people to rank their true preferences,” said Rob Rader, Chair of Wilmont.  “The 
Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition recognizes these important benefits and is proud to be 
part of this progressive electoral reform.” 

 
“Our country is suffering a leadership crisis because our current winner-take-all plurality voting 
often means the true majority is unrepresented,” said Santa Monica Mayor pro tem Kevin 
McKeown, himself a former Chair of Wilmont.  “I’m proud my neighborhood has chosen Instant 
Runoff Voting, and we’ll be demonstrating locally a system that gives voters more choices, easy as 
1-2-3.” 

 
The California League of Women Voters has stated that they “[s]upport election systems for 
executive offices, both at the state and local levels, that require the winner to receive a majority of 
the votes, as long as the majority is achieved using a voting method such as Instant Runoff Voting, 
rather than a second, separate runoff election.”  In November, San Francisco will conduct IRV 
elections for the first time.  The Grassroots Venice Neighborhood Council also recently adopted IRV 
for its elections.   

 
Santa Monica Ranked Voting is a local organization that is promoting IRV and Choice Voting, both 
voting systems where people are empowered to rank their choices at the ballot.  More information 
may be found on their website, www.smrankedvoting.org. 



 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 


