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NEW STUDY OF VOTING BEHAVIOR SHOWS SANTA MONICANS  
MUTED AT THE BALLOT BOX UNDER CURRENT VOTING SYSTEM 

Results of Santa Monica’s three most recent city council elections show that over  
35% of voters do not cast all votes allotted to them  

 
SANTA MONICA – Santa Monica Ranked Voting has just released a study of recent city 
council elections, and has found that a large fraction of voters are not giving a full picture of 
their political preferences.  In 2000, over 40% of those showing up at the polls undervoted; that 
is, they did not cast all of the votes that were allotted to them.   
 
With Santa Monica’s current election system, a strong preference for one candidate can 
discourage a voter from casting more than one of their allotted votes, since a vote for one of their 
lower choices would help defeat their favorite.  This means that Santa Monica voters are 
discouraged from casting ballots that express their true preferences.   
 
Santa Monica Ranked Voting was formed to build support for Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) and 
Choice Voting, two voting systems that address this and other problems with the system in place.  
IRV and Choice Voting both make it easy for voters to rank their choices for all of the seats, 
without fear that a vote for one of their lower choices would help defeat their favorite.   
 
Choice Voting is designed for multi-seat elections like Santa Monica’s regular elections, whereas 
IRV is designed for filling a single seat, like the 1999 special election in which now-Mayor 
Bloom was elected.  Under these systems, voters are empowered to rank their 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
choices.   If a voter’s favorite candidate is not elected, their vote goes to their next choice and so 
on, until it helps elect someone.  These systems increase voter choice and render a more directly 
proportional result, helping ensure that all aspects of our community are fairly represented.   
 
A study of vote counts in Santa Monica’s three most recent elections has revealed that Santa 
Monica voters are consistently undervoting.   In 2000, at least 42% of the people did not cast all 
of their votes, and the average voter cast less than three of their four allotted votes.    In all three 
elections, over 35% of voters undervoted. 
 
“Although many voters recognize that the current system leads to strategic voting, we think that 
Santa Monicans will be surprised when they learn how widespread this problem really is,” says 
Julie Walters, a co-founder of Santa Monica Ranked Voting.  “When over a third of Santa 
Monicans are not fully utilizing their votes, there is a serious flaw in the system.  Choice Voting 
would correct this problem, empowering Santa Monicans to voice their true preferences.” 
 
Santa Monica has a rich history with regard to Choice Voting and IRV, including a 1992 city Charter 
Review Commission recommending Choice Voting for Santa Monica’s regular elections.  The Santa 
Monica League of Women Voters has expressed support for “consideration of alternative voting 
systems in Santa Monica elections with a special emphasis on … Choice Voting.”  Councilmember 
Mike Feinstein and Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McKeown both support IRV and Choice Voting.  
 
Visit www.smrankedvoting.org for contact information. 



 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 


