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UNIQUE SURVEY ON VOTING REFORM REVEALS GREAT POTENTIAL FOR 
IMPROVING ELECTIONS IN SANTA MONICA 

Positive Response from Candidates Spanning Political Spectrum 
 

SANTA MONICA – Santa Monica Ranked Voting (SMRV) proudly announces the results of its candidate 
surveys of City Council, Santa Monica College Board of Trustees and School Board candidates.  This is very 
likely the first time that candidates for local government in Santa Monica have been surveyed on this topic.  
A majority of the council candidates responded, as well as two candidates for the College Board of Trustees.   

 
Choice Voting and Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) are both systems that allow voters to rank their choices (1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th, etc.) when they vote.  Choice Voting is a proportional representation system that is used for 
multi-seat elections like Santa Monica’s regular city council elections.  IRV would be used for special 
elections to fill a single seat, like the one held in Santa Monica in 1999.   
 
A majority of the council candidates that answered the survey indicated an interest in advancing this reform, 
although the specifics varied.  Mayor Richard Bloom supports a review of the system, followed by public 
outreach by the city clerk.  Other candidates, including incumbent councilmember Herb Katz and challenger 
Dr. Matteo Dinolfo, said that they would vote to place a charter amendment on the ballot.  Incumbent 
councilmember and former mayor Michael Feinstein reiterated his enthusiastic support for this reform.  He 
does not believe a charter amendment is necessary, but thinks it should be put before the voters in some form.   

 
The Santa Monica Malibu Unified School District and SMC’s Board of Trustees likely do not have the power 
to enact Choice Voting for their own elections; probably changes to state law would need to be enacted.  
Santa Monica Community College District candidates Rob Rader and Susanne Trimbath both praised the 
system and indicated that they would vote for a resolution calling on the California legislature to give school 
boards the authority to implement Choice Voting.  Rader emphasized that he worked to enact IRV for 
election of the Wilshire/Montana Neighborhood Coalition's officers this year. 

 
Based on the results of this groundbreaking survey, we believe that the city of Santa Monica will be ready to 
seriously consider Choice Voting after the November elections.  There is a strong possibility that it could 
take effect as soon as 2006, provided there is adequate demonstration of public support for this new system.  
City staff first would determine the definitive steps required to enact Choice Voting in Santa Monica, 
whether by ordinance, or through a charter amendment voted on by the citizens.  Also, the Santa Monica 
College Board of Trustees will likely be in a good position to vote on a resolution calling on the California 
state legislature to give college boards the authority to implement Choice Voting. 

 
“These results are thrilling,” says Amy Connolly of Santa Monica Ranked Voting.  “With so many 
candidates on the ballot in this election, the incentive for people to strategically cast only one or two of their 
possible four votes is very strong.  Our survey responses, our interactions with candidates, and the debut of 
ranked voting in San Francisco this November, all present Santa Monica with a golden opportunity to 
eliminate strategic voting in favor of a system that facilitates full participation and fair representation for 
everyone.” 

 
In 1992, a city charter review commission recommended, by an 8-5-1 vote, Choice Voting for Santa 
Monica’s city council elections.  Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McKeown, who is not up for re-election this cycle, is 
also on record in support of ranked voting.   
 
The results of the Santa Monica Ranked Voting survey are on the web at www.smrankedvoting.org.  Some 
responses are pending; please check back before the election for complete results. 



 
 
 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 


