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NEW SANTA MONICA ADVOCACY GROUP FOR ELECTION REFORM LAUNCHES 
WEB SITE 

Santa Monica Ranked Voting is building on the momentum for Instant Runoff Voting and 
Choice Voting that has been growing in Santa Monica for over a decade 

 
SANTA MONICA – Santa Monica Ranked Voting, a local community organization, is proud to 
announce its new web site at www.smrankedvoting.org.  The organization was formed this year 
to build support for Instant Runoff Voting (IRV) and Choice Voting. 
 
IRV and Choice Voting increase voter choice and give people a greater say in who wins 
elections, by empowering voters to rank their 1st, 2nd and 3rd choices.   If a voter’s favorite 
candidate is not elected, their vote goes to their next choice and so on, until it helps elect 
someone.   
 
Choice Voting is designed for multi-seat elections, like Santa Monica’s, where several people are 
elected at a time.  But, in contrast to Santa Monica’s current system, Choice Voting makes it 
easy for voters to rank their choices for all of the seats, without fear that a vote for one of their 
lower choices would help defeat their favorite.  Choice Voting also helps render a more directly 
proportional result, helping ensure that all aspects of our community are fairly represented.   
 
IRV is designed for filling a single seat, like the 1999 special election where now-Mayor Bloom 
was elected, and helps ensure that the winner receives a majority of the vote regardless of how 
many candidates are in the race.  
 
“We hope that our web site will be a meeting ground and a resource where people in Santa 
Monica can learn about the benefits of IRV and Choice Voting and learn how to get involved,” 
says Julie Walters, a co-founder of Santa Monica Ranked Voting.  “The groundwork has been 
laid for implementation of IRV and Choice Voting in our community.  Santa Monicans have a 
unique opportunity to lead in election reform on the national stage.” 
 
In fact, Santa Monica has a rich history with regard to Choice Voting and IRV.  In 1992, a city 
Charter Review Commission recommended (by an 8-5-1 vote) Choice Voting for Santa Monica’s 
regular, multi-seat elections.  Prior to the 1999 special election, members of the city council gave 
city staff direction to explore IRV as an option for future special elections.   
 
In 2002, after conducting a chapter-wide study of voting systems, the Santa Monica League of 
Women Voters indicated that they support “consideration of alternative voting systems in Santa 
Monica elections with a special emphasis on … Choice Voting.”  Councilmember Mike 
Feinstein and Mayor Pro Tem Kevin McKeown are already on record as strong supporters of 
IRV and Choice Voting.  
 
Santa Monica Ranked Voting is holding its next meeting on Tuesday, April 6th at 7:30 pm.  Visit 
www.smrankedvoting.org for contact information. 
 



 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 


